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CURRENT LITERATURE 



NOTES FOR STUDENTS 

Taxonomic notes. — Engler' has described a new genus (Hieronymusia) 
of Saxifragaceae from South America (Argentina and Bolivia). It was 
referred first to Saxifraga {S. alchemilloides) and later to Suksdorfia. 

Schlechter, 2 in continuation of his studies of orchids, has described 19 
new species, representing 9 genera, chiefly collected in Argentina by Dusen. 

St. John 3 has described a new genus (Phanerotaenia) of Umbelliferae, 
based on Polytaenia Nuttallii texana C. and R., of Texas and Oklahoma. 

Setcheix and Gardner 4 have begun the publication of the marine algae 
of the Pacific Coast, the first part including the blue-green algae. The group 
as presented contains 30 genera, representing 6 families. Of the 93 species 
included, 35 are described as new. — J. M. C. 

Polycotylous seedlings. — Miss Bexon s has found that Centranthus ruber 
(Valerianceae) develops a remarkably high proportion of polycotylous seedlings. 
From two square yards of soil in which self-sown seeds of this species were 
germinating, 87 polycotylous specimens were obtained and studied. They 
are grouped as hemitricotyls, tricotyls, hemitetracotyls, and tetracotyls, 
terms which are self-explanatory. The vascular anatomy of these various 
conditions was investigated, with some interesting results. A "twinned" 
seedling was of special interest, the twinning being due either to the fusion of 
two distinct embryos, or to the partial separation of the product of the embryo 
initial.— J. M. C. 

Unusual monocotyledonous roots. — Miss Spratt 6 has discovered some 
interesting anomalies in the roots of some monocotyledons. In Dracaena there 
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are two kinds of secondary vascular development; in the one case the 
pericycle becomes meristematic and adds vascular elements to the stele; and 
in the case of large roots this is followed by a similar behavior of the cortical 
cells just outside the endodermis. In Pandanus and Yucca internal vascular 
strands were discovered", which are differentiated at the growing point. In 
the aerial roots of certain Araceae, inside of the radial primary vascular 
cylinder, there occur scattered groups of xylem and phloem vessels. — J. M. C. 

Sex intergrades. — Yampolsky 7 has brought together the evidence of sex 
intergrades in flowering plants. The discussion is based upon his results 
with Mercurialis annua, in which he had found sexuality to be a fluctuating 
character. At the close of the paper he gives a long list of families showing 
transition from the monoecious to the dioecious condition, and also tabulates 
the results under 12 types. The general conclusion confirms the view that 
the potentialities of both sexes exist in all plants, and are not localized in any 
particular region or cells. — J. M. C. 

Endosperm development in Vaccinium. — Stevens 8 has described an 
interesting case of endosperm development in Vaccinium corymbosum. Two 
distinct types of initial endosperm development recognized are free nuclear 
division and wall formation, and these types have been regarded as charac- 
teristic of different genera and even families. In V. corymbosum, from material 
collected from a single plant, Stevens finds that endosperm development may 
begin either way. This emphasizes the fact that many of our morphological 
categories have been too rigidly defined. — J. M. C. 

North American flora. — The second part of volume 24 chiefly consists 
of the completion of the genus Parosela, by Rydberg, 43 species of which 
had been published in the preceding part. 9 This genus is recognized to 
include 178 North American species, 46 being described in the present contri- 
bution as new, and many being species transferred from other genera. The 
three other genera presented are Thornbera (13 species, 5 new), Petalostemon 
(42 species, 8 new), and Kuhnistera (2 species). — J. M. C. 

New species of Piper. — In conn-iC»\on with the biological survey of 
Panama, conducted several years ago by the Smithsonian Institution, the 
collected material of the Piperaceae was sent to the late Casimir DeCandolle, 
whose determinations have just been published. 10 The collection was found to 
include 27 new species of Piper and 4 new varieties. — J. M. C. 
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